At the Library, for the week of February 27, 2017
Trecia Schell, Community Services Librarian, and Branch Librarian - Books-by-Mail, River John, Stellarton &
Trenton Public Libraries

Freedom, to read and to write
This week, we wrap up our African Heritage Month celebrations, Passing the Torch, in honor of one of our many founding
settler communities and reflect upon the rich heritage of our Mi’kmaq peoples celebrated on Heritage Day, we also take
time to recognise the privileges and rights we have as Canadians as we reflect upon Freedom to Read week 2017
celebrated at our libraries.
On February 1, 2017 the new Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération canadienne des associations de
bibliothèques (CFLA/FCAB) officially adopted the national position paper on Intellectual Freedom and Libraries, wherein
CFLA/FCAB and its members recognizes and values the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and supports and
promotes the universal principles of intellectual freedom as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(www.cfla-fcab.ca).
“Libraries have a core responsibility to support, defend and promote the universal principles of intellectual freedom and
privacy. Libraries are a key institution in Canada for rendering expressive content accessible and affordable to all.
Libraries are essential gateways for all persons living in Canada to advance themselves through literacy, lifelong learning,
social engagement, and cultural enrichment.
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and facilitate access to constitutionally protected expressions of
knowledge, imagination, ideas, and opinion, including those which some individuals and groups consider unconventional,
unpopular or unacceptable. … with mandates and professional values and standards, libraries provide, defend and
promote equitable access to the widest possible variety of expressive content and resist calls for censorship and the
adoption of systems that deny or restrict access to resources.
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and foster free expression and the right to safe and welcoming places
and conditions. … and make available their public spaces and services to individuals and groups without discrimination.
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and defend privacy in the individual’s pursuit of expressive content. … to
protect the identities and activities of library users except when required by the courts to cede them. … and in
accordance with established library policies, procedures and due process, libraries resist efforts to limit the exercise of
these responsibilities while recognizing the right of criticism by individuals and groups. ...” Welcome to the library, your
library.
Programs on the go,
Starting on Tuesday, we have a week of afterschool programming at the Stellarton Library, “Hello World: Coding and
Game Design for kids” (ages 11+). The program will be reoffered the weeks of March 7th at New Glasgow Library, March
20th at the River John Library and March 27th at the Westville Library. As space is limited, please call the library to register.
On Wednesday March 1 (2:30pm) the Community Café at the Westville Library, welcomes Liya Roberston and Ramzia
Akmetova to share a “Taste of Russia” and the significance of International Women’s Day, in Russia (Hint: it is a holiday!).
Community Volunteer Income Tax Program returns, Thursdays in March from 1:00-4:00pm at Regional Library
Headquarters in New Glasgow. Appointments can be made by calling (902) 755-6031. A special drop-in CVITP session will
be offered Tuesday March 7 from 1:00pm – 4:00pm at the Westville Gym.
Anatomy of a Song, Parts 1 & 2 will be offered Thursday March 2 and Friday March 3 (6:30pm) at the New Glasgow
Library, with local musician and PARL staff member, Alex MacNeil. Whether you have a music theory question, or you
want to learn how to use Garageband to make the writing process easier - this program has a little something for
everyone! All are welcome.
For more information on upcoming library programs, special events and services, please drop by your local library branch, follow us
on Twitter, find us on Facebook, or visit us online at www.parl.ns.ca.

